Update: Bad City Planning Comes to Wedgwood!

Proposed project at 8606 35th Avenue NE (Jewish Community Center site)
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Proposed Project Facts: Four stories, 40+ feet tall on 35" Avenue NE, mixed use building with 86 condos
and 4 retail stores, ~120 parking stalls, 8 foot setback from east property line and neighbors

Status: The City will likely approve this building for construction in September 2007.

THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM:

Height, bulk, and scale out of character for
rest of Wedgwood

NC2-40 zoning (mixed use up to 40 feet) is
incompatible with adjacent small single family
homes

Towering structure significantly and
negatively impacts existing neighbors—shading
and privacy losses are major concerns. Sloped
site makes the problem worse.

THE FUTURE:

This project will set a precedent for future
redevelopment along 35" Avenue NE

The NC2-40 zone backs directly to single family
zones along 35" Street from U.S. Bank to
Home Street Bank and the Javasti Building to
Windemere Building.

Your property could be impacted!

COMMUNITY PROPOSED SOLUTION:

Lower proposed building height to 2 stories to
reduce shading and improve privacy for single
family homes

Increase setbacks on 87th and 86th Streets and to
the homes east of the site.

Address zoning incompatibility along 35% Ave. NE

ACTION NEEDED NOW!

Call or email the Department of

Planning and Development Director!!!

Tell them:

e The height, bulk, and scale of the project is
bad for the neighbors. The project should
not be approved as proposed.

e Fix the zoning transition problem along 35"
Ave NE before more incompatible projects
are proposed.

A sample letter is attached to this flyer

(Make your letter personal if you can. You can also
contact City Council members).

City Contact Information:

Diane Sugimura, Director: 684-8899 and
diane.sugimura@seattle.gov

Lucas DeHerrera, Project Planner: 615-0724;
lucas.deherrera@seattle.gov

City of Seattle Dept. of Planning and Development
700 5th Ave, Suite 2000

PO Box 34019

Seattle, WA 98124-4019

Support neighborhood friendly redevelopment on 35% Avenue NE
For more information and up-to-date status: www.wedgwoodaction.com



mailto:diane.sugimura@seattle.gov
http://www.wedgwoodaction.com/

Date:

Dear Director Sugimura,

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed mixed use development project in Wedgwood
at 8606 35" Avenue NE.

Redevelopment along 35™ Avenue NE can benefit our community. Infill development and density are
important and can be compatible with the existing single family homes in Wedgwood. However, the
proposed project does not work for our neighborhood because of incompatible zoning. It severely
impacts the adjacent homes and businesses by shading and towering over them and creates a
undesirable precedent along 35" Avenue NE.

The City has stated that a four-story, over forty foot tall mixed use building next to a single family
zone is compatible because the single family homes could be built to be 30 feet high. We strongly
disagree with your opinion. The existing homes are, in fact, small (about 1,000 square feet) without
plans to build much larger houses. In addition, the site is sloped and makes the problems worse for our
neighbors. Your proposed 8-foot setback is hardly a transition.

The City created the incompatible zoning problem and the City can fix it. Your own Design Review
Board reluctantly approved this project and some members have expressed serious concerns about this
project. The Design Review Board is advisory to the City and the community does not support the
project as proposed.

I am asking the City to:
e Reduce the direct impacts of this project by supporting a smaller building: two stories, more
setback on 86™ and 87" Streets and to the east.

e Address the zoning incompatibility before this happens again. Work with our community to
develop a neighborhood plan and development guidelines and set a moratorium on future
development until we have a plan. The current piecemeal approach does not work for the
neighbors, developers, and Seattle.

Thank you for your attention to this project. | look forward to hearing your ideas about actions and
design changes that would allow redevelopment, a profit to the developer, and compatibility with the
neighborhood.

Sincerely,



